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El INSTITUTO INTERAMERICANO DEL NIÑO es el organismo 
especializado de la O.E.A., encargado de promover el estudio de los pro­
blemas que afectan a la infancia, adolescencia, juventud y familias ame­
ricanas y de recomendar las medidas canducentes a su solución.

Dirige el INSTITUTO el Consejo Directivo, integrado por los Re­
presentantes de los Estados Miembros. La acción del I.I.N. se cumple 
a través de la Oficina — cuya sede se encuentra en Montevideo, Uruguay, 
y la que está a cargo del Director General, Dr. Rafael Sajón.

Corresponde al Consejo Directivo considerar y dar su aprobación 
a los programas técnicos propuestos por la Dirección General, en cuestio­
nes de salud, educación, estudios jurídico-sociales, retardo mental, servicio 
social y estadística, debiendo la Oficina proceder a su realización.

Asimismo la Dirección General dispone las misiones de asesoramiento 
técnico que se cumplen mediante requerimiento de los Gobiernos de los 
Estados Miembros.

El Congreso Panamericano del Niño, es un órgano del I.I.N., que 
se reúne cada cuatro años y tiene el carácter de conferencia especializada 
interamericana. Sus recomendaciones son divulgadas por el I.I.N., que debe 
procurar su cumplimiento.

La Biblioteca del INSTITUTO prepara bibliografías especializadas y 
mediante el servicio de fotocopias atiende solicitudes de instituciones y 
personas. Igualmente se permite la consulta directa de los fondos bi­
bliográficos.

El INSTITUTO edita el Boletín, publicación trimestral, desde el año 
1927, obras y folletos referentes a la protección integral y al bienestar 
social de los menores y la familia.

El Programa - Presupuesto anual del I.I.N. forma parte del presu­
puesto global de la Unión Panamericana conforme a lo dispuesto por el 
Acuerdo suscripto por la O.E.A. y el INSTITUTO, el 31 de mayo de 1962.
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F O R E 3 R D

The XIII Pan-American Child Congress, Inter- 
American specialized conference hele at Quito, Ecuador, June 
15 to 22, 1963, was a great event both scientifical and cul­
tural. Its central topic’was "Population growth and its im- 
pact on child.ren, adolescente, young people, and the family 
in America'.

17 American countries were represented. Also 
attended observers from Cañada, special guests and a large del 
egation from Ecuador as well as a number of Executives from ~ 
International organizations within the United ’dations and Or- 
ganization of American States.

The honorable President of the Republic of 
Ecuador, Dr. Otto Arosemena Gómez, presided the inauguration 
ceremony together with Ministers and leading key-men in the 
Government and Diplomatical Body.

Dr. Gonzalo Sánchez Domínguez was elected 
President by the Congress. Dr. Sánchez Domínguez is an out- 
standing physician at Ecuador and already President of meet- 
ing 1 s Organization Committee.

The seat of the Congress was at the Palacio 
Legislativo wherein the following various labour sections per- 
formed' Statistics, Economy, Health, Education, Social-Uork, 
Socio-Legal and Inter--American Cooperation.

National Reports, surveys, papers introduced 
by the experts and reference documents proved to be groundwork 
of high technical valué which served as an invaluable offset 
to the different sections in order to draw up the conclusions 
and final minute on recommendations.

The recommendations approved by the XIII Pan- 
American Child Congress which its whole constitutes the "Popu­
lation Charter of Quito”, is a document of overwhelming impor- 
tance for the Peoole and Gov^rnmants of America.

The body of doctrine comprised within the 
”Population Charter of Quito" is synthetized in its General 
Recommendation which beholds the demographic fact, growth and 
accelerated inervase of Population in America and its impact 
on childhood, adolescence, youth and family; a deontological 
purpose, the child's right to life and the fundamental prin­
cipies either social, moral and legal of freedom and dignity.



menas■
The XIII Pan-American Child Congress recom

"That the American States formúlate popula- 
tion policies that inclucie family planninp but respect the 
fundamental principies of and the child1s right to life, free- 
dom, and human and family dignity".

This document has been edited with the pur- 
pose of providing a widespread circulation to these recom- 
mcndations and to have them performed contriving the opera- 
tional means fit to the needs and resources of each country.

The Inter--American Children’s Instituto 
entitled as specialized orgnnization from the OAS, will re- 
quest each Government the fulfilment of such recommendations 
as were solemnly and unanimously approved by the official 
representativos from Governments of the American States,

Rafael Sajón 
General Director



PCFU'Lr.TION CHARTER OF QUITO

RECO1-34ENDA.TIC1TS~

Central Topic: Population grc.rth and its impact on children, 
adolescente^ young people, and the family in America

The Thirteenth Pan American Child Congress,

WHEREAS:

The rapid population grovrth in America, and particularly in Latín America, 
where the rate is the highest in the world and where more than 50 per cent of the 
inhabitahts are minors, malíes it essential to adopt short-, médium-, and long- 
range measures on population policy in order to keep problema of r-.a~ir.ut>’- tí on, 
disease, illiteracy, unemployment among young people, mental, and physical defects 
in children, begging, antisocial behavior by adolescents and youth, and family 
breakdown from becoming even more serious.

RECOMMENDS:

That the American States formúlate population policies that inelude family 
planning but respect the fundamental principies of and the child’s right to Life 
freedom, and human and family dignity.

STATISTICAL ASPECTS

Subtopic: Biodemographic statistical aspeets of population 
grovrth in Latir. America since 1900

Chapter I. Statistical series for eael of the Latin American countries.
Overall and comparative study

WHEREAS

The population of Latín America has more than quaarupled since 1900, from 
6o to over 2U0 million inhabitants; and, with only 12 persens per square kilo- 
meter, the population problem does not lie in this number or density but in 
the speed of grovrth, the effeets of vrhich are analyzed in the report,

RECOMMENDS;

That the countries formúlate, as soon as possible population policies that 
take account of national conditions. However, formulations of this pelieye is 
not prerequisite or indispensable to the promotion of birvh-control pfograms.



Chapter II. Causes affecting the pattcrn of representativa curves.

WHEREAS:

Analysis and comparison oí' the statistical series of the Latin American 
countries reveal inconsistencies and. contradictions in many of the basic data.

RECOMMENDS:

1. Improving the registration of vital and health statistics that are very 
obviously inadequate; also, systematizing and speeding up preparations for the 
1970 census. In these tasks it is advisable to adopt the definitions and the 
methcds of data collection and Processing recommended by the United Nations and 
its specialized agencies. It would lijcewise be desirable to make every effort 
to expedite the prcmpt publication and widespread use of the data, and it is 
noted that there is considerable room for improvement in the registi'atipn of fet^ 
al deaths.

2. Training professional demographers and statisticians at various levels. 
It would be advisable for this purpose to get the International institutions to 
increase the nurnber of fellowships they offer and to have the countries, for 
their part, mace fuller use of existing resources now avalladle to them. Many 
benefits could be obtained in this field through country-to country as well as 
International collaboration.

5. Reasserting that physicians have a duty to provide data, particularly 
with regard to death certificates and the registration of births. Training in 
these subjects and in basic demography should be included in the medical-school 
curriculum.

Introducing household surveys and samplings, which could be extremely 
useful and reasonable in cost, for completing valid data and rectifying errors 
and defects.

Chapter III.

WHEREAS:

■ Extrapolation; í'orecasting

The considerable reduction in mortality rates reaching rnodern levels in sorne 
countries, has been the main factor influencing population curves, but high mor­
tality rates persist for the first five years of life and, for causes that could 
be prevcnted. at other ages as well, c

RECOMMENDS:

1. Redoubling efforts to combat preventable diseases, improve nutrition 
and sanitation, and promote health education.

2. Proper organization and administration of birth-control programs.



Chapter IV. Migratory curves. Implosión

WHEREAS:

If present trends continué, the population may reach 7>8 million toward the 
end of the century; its rate of growth may accelerate even more, rather than de­
cline, since sóme countries have shown slight increa^es in cirths and considera­
ble margin remains for further reduction of mortality ratea; and

Experience and the available figures show that extreme fertility is relatad 
to lack of education, early marriage. and consensu'al unions

RECQMMENDS:

1. Even greater attention to family formation, to preventing early marriage 
and to legalizing consensual unions.

2. Investigation of the 
tion and its regulation.

facts related to the pnysiology of human reproduc-

3. Encouraging nonurban populationc to remain in their customary places of 
abode if local conditions are propitious. Particularly effective for this par­
póse are the construction of housing, wliich is usually easier in the' countryside 
than in the City and the establishment of schools not limited to elementary and 
sacondary instruction but oriented toward training in agriculture.

Chapter V. Study of changos ovcr time in death, birth and fetal-mortality 
ratos

WHERÉAS:

Almost all our countries are macrocephalic, which is to say that usually a 
fifth or more of their populations live in their capitals.

RECCMMENDS:

Encouraging the development of other urban centers in order to promote a 
better territorial distribution of the population with special consideration of 
the places .chosen, which should not be limited to those in which the people are 
now living. It would be advisable to establish neighbofhoód centers and satel- 
lite towns for their accommodation.

Chapter VI.

WHEREAS:

Changes in proportion between active and inactive population --------------- , —----- z------------------------------------------—---------- -------—------------ - --- - ■- .

The high birth rate of oui' population keeps the proportion of persons 
under 15 years of age very high (over Uo per cent), therebj causing and exceed- 
ingly young population structure and placing a very heavy borden on the active 
sector,
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RECCMíEWDS:

Prohibíting child labor and setting the mínimum working age at 1U years.

2. Encouraging systems that offer job opportunities to minors above the age 
limit, with practica! training and comprehensive education; legislating a system 
oí' obligatory apprenticeship whereby industrial, commercial, and agriraltural 
enterprises would be required to ehiploy a mínimum number of minors to whom they 
shall provide useful training under proper government supervisión.

J. Encouraging women to work by providing fair wage scales and other favor­
able conditions, while taking care not to inferiere with the nurture and bring- 
ing up of their children.

ECONOMIC ASFECTS

Subtopic: Population growth and economic development

Chapter I. Participation of adolescents, young people, and the family in

accelarating economic growth

VfflEREi'.S:

Many disputes and errors of interpretation regarding the relation between 
population growth and the economy arise from failure to consider both as essen 
tially dynamic phenomena operating in different spheres and at different speeds” 
and having highly complex reciproca! relationships,

RECHMMEIffiS:

1. Undertaking tax, land, and other reforms that will contribute to more 
equitable distribution of inccme, national progress, and improved living stand- 
ards; intrcducing scientific and technical procedures, planning, and incentives 
to stimulate certain activities; incorporating educational reforms and al 1 lev­
éis, with technical training and instruction in trades and skills and the pro- 
motion of extracurricular technical training Services.

2. Recognizing the importance of reinvestment of profits and 
ities lor investments that yield the greatest economic and social

setting prior- 
returns.

5. Stimulating the promotion and education of businessment with a new Out­
look suitable to present-day conditions in Latín America.

U. Stressing the need for more effective utilization of natural resourees
in the Latín American countries through the astablishment of priorities for cap 
ital investment in the public and prívate sectors.



5. That production, be oriented, as much as possible, toward the use of 
techniques that take into consideration the lar ge potential munpower supply 
and that specialized organizations study the feasibility of •ippropriate 
biotechnological model.

Chapter II. Social Security

WHEREAS:

Comparativo study of social-security Systems reveáis great unarchy in their 
structural principies, financing, benefits, and coverage;

Payments exacted from workers and particularly from employers raise produc­
tion costs and makes the sale oí' producís on the worid market more difficult; 
a nd

Pensions and other benefits are usually ovcrgenerous,

RECCi-TIEHDS:

1. The preparation oí' careful cornparative studies in depth as the casis 
for social-security policies more or less similar in fundamental principies, 
with due regard for the special conditions of each country.

2. Séfeking broader coverage and preventing Waste.

3. Giving preference to the protection cf pregnant women, r.others, and 
minor children.

U. Incorporating medical care into social-security Services or providing 
it in cooperation with theni, in ordcr to prevent duplication and administrative 
confusión. Both favorable and unfavorable experiences in various countries 
should be made known for the benefit of all the others.

2. HEALTH

Subíopio: Population grovrth in relation to focd production. 
undernourishment, and child malnutrition in Latin America

Chapter I. Population growth and expansión of fama production

WHEREAS:

The rate of population growth in Latin America is now the highest in the 
worid and everything seems to indícate that it will continué to increase ra- 
pidly;

In all the Latin American countries this growth is most narhed at the low-
est socioeconomic levels, where child malnutrition is greatest;
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Diet in Latín America is inadequate both in quality and in quantity and in 
many areas is below mínimum calorie and protein requirements;

Low food consumption, peor sanitary conditions, more frequent pregnancies, 
lew educational level oí’ parents, and small family incomes in these groups are 
determinante of the low nutritional level of children and their deficient growth 
and mental and physical development: and

Inadequate methods of producing, storing, and marketing food reduce its 
availability, cut down consumption, and give rise to nutritional deficiencias, 
particularly in the most needy and vulnerable groups,

RECCI'MENDS:

1. Taking steps for increasing food production to the point where it vri.ll 
cover existing déficits and insure an expansión at least proportional to popu- 
laticn growth in the Latin American countries.

2. Studying and determining, in each country, feasible goals for foods, 
production, availability, and consumption, which involves the improvement of 
production methods, land reform, better utilization of land and seas, the bring 
ing of new lands under cultivation, the modernization of storage, distributiofi 
and market organization, vzith priority to the application of agricultura! and 
fishing Science and technológy.

5. Assigning sufficient human and material resources for the achievement 
of these goals, with special preference to the production of foods rich in 
protein, and, in general, improving distribution and consumption.

4. Devoting special attention to the health, education, and income of ru­
ral workers as one of the most effective rncans of ensuring their productivity 
and, consequently higher food output.

Chapter II. Protective nutrition policy with special attention to the nutri- 
tionally vulnerable groups: children, pregnant women, and nursing mothers.

ULEREAS:

The undernourishment and malnutrition of the popula.tion, particularly in the 
vulnerable groups (children, pregnant women, and nursing mothers) is a serious 
public-health problem in America as a consequence of a multiplicity of economic, 
sociocultural, and sanitation factors;

Despite the concern of the countries and their efforts to solve those pro- 
blems, no significant improvements have been obtained in the nutritional status 
of the vulnerable population groups, where deficiencies are most marked at the 
low socioeconomic levels; and

Although uniformity of opinión exists with regard to priority of attention 
for those groups, striking differences are evident in the nutritional policy or 
programs or the various countries of the Hemisphere,
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RECíWEiroS:

i. That ■within their economic and social development programs, the govern 
ments of the American States intensify or formúlate explicit and realistic po- 
licies for the special benefit of children, pregnant wcmen, nd nursing m.others

2. That such policies and the plana arising out of them
action programs capable of preventing the grim repercussions
upon the affected group, as well as long-tem programs for 
causes of these problema.

inelude irmediate 
of : aalnutrition 
eradicating the

3. That, so far as possible, standard criteria and methodologies be adop- 
ted at the inter-American level to facilítate and to permit comparability in 
diagnosis, evaluation, and. prognosis with regard to the nutritional and dietary 
status of the population, with special emphasis on the maternal-and-infant sec­
tor.

Chapter III. Ivutrition education appüed to food production and preservation
programs

WHEREAS:

JJutrition education applied to food production and preservation programs is 
primarily the responsibility of agricultural and fishing organizations through 
their extensión Services;

It is of fundamental importance to r.'.ake sufficient material and financia! 
resources available for the implementation of effective programs of nutrition 
education; and

There is a pressing need for ccordinating agricultural, health, and educa­
tion Services so as to make optimum use of available resources and carry out 
systematic, permanent, and Progressive health education or. food production and 
preservation, reaching the family as a unit throughout the various population 
groups,

RECCMMENDS:

1. That priority be given to 
tion in the agricultural, health,

instruction on food production and preserva 
and education:?.! programs.

2. That Services be coordinated for this purpose and that agricultural and 
fishing extensión personnel, home demonstrators, doctors, nurses, nursing auxil 
iaries, health promoters, teachers at all levels, and others be given training 
in the interests of regulating the management of the family budget and improvin 
methods of food production and preservation for the benefit of the community, i 
ascordance with the nutritional requirements of the various population groups.
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Cliapter IV. Population growth and planning of health and, particularly,
maternal-and-infant Services

VJHEREAS:

The rapid population growth in almost all the American countries calis for 
a proportionate increase in resources for meeting health needs, particularly 
in the maternal-and-infant sector, which is the largest; and

In view of the limite! resources available, population growth threatens to 
lower the health levels attained among mothers and children,

RECOMMEÑDS:

1. Proper planning of health and, particularly, maternal-and-infant Serv­
ices, in order to achieve máximum utilization of available resources.

2. The drafting of health programs as part of national economic and social 
development plans, the integration of Services, and the allocation of adequate 
funds for maternal and infant care.

5. Adoption of the recommendations of the specializcd International organi- 
zations with regard to methodology, integration, and regionalization of medical 
Services to avoid overlapping and dispersal of resources.

Chapter V. Maternal-and-infant child Services in relation to the family 
planning prohiera

VJHEREAS: 

' There is a shortage of medical, paramedical, and institutional resources 
in almost all tfie American countries, as is indicated by the low ratio of do£ 
tors and hospital beds to population and the low proportion of deaths accompa- 
nied by medical certificates and of professionally attended births, and this 
situation is more acute in the rural sector where the highest indices of morbi- 
dity, mortality, and fertility are to be found;

Rapid population growth is reflecte! principally in a growing demand for 
prenatal, obstetric, and child care, which is further stimulated by greater 
community awareness of its needs and rights; and

Family planning is a procedure for preventing induce! abortion and the de- 
terioration of the health of the population, particularly of the maternal-and- 
infant sector,

RECOMMENDS: «.

1. That the governments of the American States consider family planning a 
necessary eleraent of their health policies and inelude such a program in the 
activitios of maternal-and-infant Services.



2. That family-planning activities be carried out 
freedora and dignity, so that couples may decide on the 1 
their children in a freo and responsible manner.

3, That family-planning activities inelude a sufficient educational ccr.po 
nent and be made available to both partners with no restrictions.

U. That it be the duty of the doctor, .as the person principally in ch- rge 
of family-planning activities, to give- the couple guidance on the jdvantages 
and disadvantages of the various oontraceptive methods.

5. That, in view of the lack of trained medical and paramedical personnel, 
procedures be sought for teaching both parents how to space their children and 
how to ensure the comprehensivo development of the child.

6. That scientific research be stimulated in such fields as the physiolo- 
gy of reproduction; demography, the social, economic, eugenic, and physicholo- 
gical repercussions of human fertility and its control; fertility and sterility; 
methods of sex and marriage education; and. that these date be compiled and dis- 
seminated.

7. That sex education activities in schools and colleges be under the di- 
rection of educational and health authorities.

3. EDUCATIOi'IAL ASPECTS

Subtopic: Grovth of child population and educational planning

Chapter I. Schooling /

WHEREAS:

In view of .the high rates of population growth in all the countries of 
Latín America, rnanifest in statistics revealing a veritable population explosión, 
education is imperative for all the American states, which should próvida in 
their constitutions and specialized legislation, for schooling fren the child’s 
early years to the end of his developmental stage, including retarded children 
and those with behavioral problems who therefore need specialized care, and vo- 
cational ;.to enable young people to find a satisfactory socioeconomic situation: 
and

The governr.ients must therefore incroase their budgets in erder to próvida 
properly for this importan! human potential,

EECCMMENDS:

1. That the states provide free compulsory eler.entni'y education, brir.ging 
their methods up to date in caccordance with modem pedagogicul practice.

2. That rural areas be given priority in planned and adecúate fom.
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5. That, for the better implementatíon of these programs, school-construc 
tion* programs be promoted, with enccuragement of qoinnupity cooperation in their 
maintenance.

4. Inprovement of teacher training.

5. That an attempt be nade to provide free textbooks and study Mate­
rials, for which purpose the government and prívate enterprise should make ade- 
quate contribution to stimulate the establ-ishment of school cooperatives (book 
and educational-material banks).

Cnapter II. Specialized educación. Mental rctardation

VJHEREAS:

It is estimated that 4.3 per cent of the child population is mentally re­
tarden, and this calis for corrective therapy,

RECOMI®® S:

1. Reiterating the need for carrying out the resolutions on the organi- 
zation of services for mentally retarded children in the Latin American coun- 
tries discussed at the Inter-American Regional Seminar on mentally retarded 
children 1/ and the proposals of the International Society for the Rehabilita- 
tion of the Disabled, approved by UNESCO. 2/

2. Extending the recommendations of the Seminar toother groups of phys- 
ically and mentally ill children and to those with antisocial tendencias.

Chapter III and TV. Intermedíate and vocational education

WHEREAS:

The number of students at the intermedíate level is constantly increasing, 
•which, however, does not mean that more adolescente and young people are train- 
ed and skilled, since the achievement of this goal is hampered by dropouts and 
by lack of access -te and opportunities for such education for huge masses of 
young people because of their desperate financial plight and the rigidity of 
currículums,

RECOMEMOS:

1. That all the American ;»ountries exert every effort to avoid the failu- 
re of intermedíate and vocational education of young people by replacing outmód- 
ed training metheds with currently recomendad resources and metbods (classifi- 
cation vocational guidanoe, diversífication of educational institutions suited 
to the environment and field of work).

1/ Montevideo, l$o7.
2/ See Boletín del UN, N° 161, p. 255
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2. That equal efforts be made, in the same way and of identical gpMilty, 
in the rural sector.

3. That appropriate resources be created to enable elementary-school stu 
dents to enter intermedíate and vocational schools: scholarships, loans, nu-— 
tritional attention, medical care, soci-1 welfere, school stores and cooperati­
vas .

U. Promoting proper use of children's leisure time for integrated devel- 
opment through such cultural and recreational facilities s librarles, theater, 
music, scouting, Júnior Red Cross, and YMCA.

5. That courses suitable for 
be provided in accordance with age 
to be future parents.

children on family Ufe and sex education
groups, in arder to prepare young people

Chapter V. Accelerated vocational training

1. Reiterating the recoirmendations of the three Inter-Ar.erican Regional 
Seminars on Vocational Education for Adolescents uad Young People neld by the 
Inter-American Children's Institute in Guatemala (l$c&) and in Caracas, Vene­
zuela; and Sao Paulo, Brazil (1966), and requesting the govemm.ents to imple- 
inent thein.

Chapter VI. Education of parents, Responsible parenthood.

WHEREAS:

Parent education is oné of the neans used ?.t the present time for achieving 
the friain objective of parenthood, responsibility and one that should be widely 
recommended and supported;

Parent education is not a panacea for this ir.portant probles but is part 
of a perr.anent attitude of the coimnunity, whose responsibility to children is 
inescapable and indicativa of its cultural level;

Parent education should involve meaos of reaching all p-rente,- since those 
who need education nost are the farthest fren its reach; and

By "parent" should be understood any person who has begotten a child, and 
the obstacles to voluntary acknowledgraent of parenthood existing in current 
legislation, for reasons of traditional defense of the legitímete fomily, should 
be eliminated.

RECOMMENDS:

1. Reiteración of the resolution of the Eleventh Pan American Child Ccn- 
gress to the effect that raore vigorous action with regard to the education of 
parents, taking into account family cultural level. is ñecasiury and that there 
fore parents' schools comprehensivo adult-education campaigns parent-teacher 
associations, and all other means of contributing to ?. gr^oter sense of respon­
sibility among parents towards their children are recor.s’.endcd.

~jJ See La educación profesional recomcndations approved at the Inter-American 
Regional Seminars. Montevideo, Instituto Interamericano del Niño, 1967.
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2. That the governmant. through special legislation, assume responsibi- 
lity for promoting and facilitating the fulfillment of the foregoing principies 
and should not consider its participation to end with mere laws but should be- 
come the zealous guardián of their fulfillment through every mean at its dis- 
posal. Therefore, the advisability of establishing and maintenance of parent 
schools on a na ti onal se ale is especially urged upon governments and private 
agencies.

J, That educational organizations introduce into their programa appropri^ 
ate methods for training future parents -this >to be understood as starting 
at the nursery school and continuing throughout all stages of their development.

4. That the pertinent government agencies and the institutions concerned 
with community welfare use all possible raeans of mass communication to help 
edúcate all parents and increase their sense of responsibility.

5. That in the American countries having marginal Indian populations spe­
cial programs for their benefit be adopted through all specialized organiza­
tions and the private agencies concerned with social welfare so chat this va­
luadle human sector may be incorpórate! into contemporary civilization.

4. SCCIAL-WORK ASPECTS

Subtopic: Role of social work in the problem of population expansión

Chapter I. Investigation of existing needs and resources in the centors of 
acute population growth. Effectiveness of resources and adaptation to needs.

WHEREAS:

Many of the programs put into effect have not yielded the expected results 
because they were applied without full knowledge of the real conditions arising 
out of rapid social and economic change and extreme population growth in these 
countries,

RECCMMENDS:

Intensificación of scientific research into the social, economic, and cul­
tural factors aífecting the population, and particularly children, young people, 
and the family, in order to have a more realistic basis for planning and conduct 
ing programs xor the protection and fostering of the family,

Chapter II. Contributron of the coramunity to the solution of problems óf 

population increase.

WHEREAS:

The comumty s contribution to the solution of the problems of population 
increase is vitally importan! to the achievement of objectives in this regard,



REC^M'ffii'IDS:

1. That social work, which should act as interpretar of individi il faci- 
ly and community needs, assune the fundamental duty oí' arestín ■ the lecessary 
motivation and sensitízation in relation to the population proble:., and ofier the 
sustained aid that will make possible the change of attitude essential : the 
development of an awareness of this problem in the individual and the ccomunity.

2. That community organization and development pro graos be established rar 
intensified as Instruments for achieving the active participation c;. ¿he pcpu- 
lation in the solution of the problems and for obtaining popular support for 
national development plans.

Chapter III. General social welfare policy and special coordination of programo 
and Services. Emergency assistance and short- and long-rangc pricritíes.

WHEREAS:

Rapid population growth disproportionate to the resources of the región 
raay become an obstacle to comprehensive national development and may unfavor- 
ably áffect the welfare of children, adolescents, young persona, and the famiJy,

RECOMMENDS:

That the countries establish a social and population policy the basic ele- 
ments of which are scientifically integrated into over-all national plonning 
and objectively adjusted to both >their iminediate priorities and their long-ter... 
programs.

Chapter IV. Gtrengthening of the famijy ihrcugh the rur..j. ana •arcar. tannly 
welfare program and development of the sense of porentil rcsponsionaty. 

to and integration in national development plans.

VMEREAS:

a) A<policy for the protection and fostering of the far.ily should not be 
a mere palliative assistance policy but a comprehensive formulation aire i at 
reforming economía and social structures so as to conscicusly adnpt tnc~ to 
welfare of the faiaily regardless of its situation;

b) The effects of population explosión are felt more acutely m iamilies 
at the lowest social, economía, and cultural levéis;

c) Social work has an important role in sex education, wmen should bs 
airaed at developing an awareness of responsible parenthood tnur leáis te pro- 
creating only as many children as the parents can support and edúcate;

d) Marriage and nonlegalized unions tale place at an enrly age in cur coun­
tries; and

e) The incidence of and the substantial increase ir. nonlegalizea unions 
and illegitir.iate children in various countries ere ctue to socioculturol lactcrs,



RECOMMENDS:

1. The adoption of an over-all policy that ineludes legal provisions 
for family protection and their effcctive application; measures that assure 
a stable source of income in keeping with changing needs; the medicosocial 
care necessary for the complete health of the family group; a balanced diet; 
proper housing to meet the physical and enviromental needs of the family in 
accordance with its makeup and dynamics; comprehensivo protection of minors; 
and so forth.

2. The establishment or application of rural family-weliare programa 
to prevent a continued increase of marginal groups in the big cities, without 
neglecting the special attention required by families already settled in ur- 
ban arcas.

The carrying out of sex education programa at all social and cultural 
levels; further, the establishment of family-planning Services available to 
all sectors of the population so that procreation may take place within mar- 
riage to assure optimum development and upbringing of children.

U. Specific training of youth for rnarriage and procreation so that thcy 
may plan their families in accordance with their means and space their child
ren at reasonable intervals.

5. That social work assume its urgent responsibility to take an active 
part in the education of parents and in the development of the idea of res- 
ponsible parenthood in all sectors of the population, and that at the same 
time it provide Information and mechanisms for referring cases to the appro- 
priate specialized Services.

Chapter V. Participación and activities of social vzork in multiprofessional 
multifunctional, and multi-institutional maternal and infant welfare programa

WHEREA.S:

The socioeconomic development of the countries, and cspecially the appli 
catión of a national population policy, calis for the participation of social 
work in many fields, in interdisciplinary programs, and through multiprofes- 
s.ional and multi-institutional teams,

RECOMMENDS:

That social workers be given regular and up-to-date training using all 
educational and technical resources. Schools of social work, social workers' 
asspciations, and institutions responsible for programs should be in charge 
oí such training so that these persona iri.ll be adequately equipped to cope 
with the population -problema.



Chapter VI. Team social work with groups for advisory and educational purposes 
in rural and urban arcas.

WHEREAS:

Rapid population growth has given rise to serious problems in the pro- 
tection of children, adolescents, young people, and the fai Lly whose immediate 
needs cali for social-work intervention,

RECCMMENDS:

1. Special attention to the training of professior.als who attend the se 
sectors of the population so that they are equipped to apply the most advanced 
and suitable methods in this task, especiaJJy in group work.

2. Lastly, in view of the fact that the family is the Basic social ins- 
titution for the reprcduction and upbringing of the members of society, and 
is identified with man's concern for socicty, both biologically and in tenr.s 
of fundamental valúes, reiteration ’of adherence to the recommendations and 
resolutions of .other congresses on the need for increasing efforts to foster 
and strengthen the family o.nit by aJl possible means.

í' CC ICIist u íL ASPECTS

Subtopic: The family and population growth

The Sociolegal Section considera it necessary for existing inctitutions 
to be adapted to the new cireumstances arising out of the acute population 
increase and its repercussions on family and child in order to perpetuóte1 
this social unit and assure the proper upbringing of minora within its frame- 
work. Accordingly, it indicates principies that it feels should be incorpó­
rate!, for the achievement of this purpose, into the legislations of the He- 
misphere.

Chapter I. Family dosertion

WHEREAS:

Serious problems arise from family disorganization resuluing from Tamil; 
desertion or abandonment,

RECCMMENDS:

1. Reiteration of the conclusions of previous congresses regarding ne- 
glect of parental obligations, with spccial reference oo those ox the Ninth 
Pan American Child Congress, held in Bogotá, Couomora, ir. 1959? and the ancor 
poration of the crime of family abandonment or desertion into the xegislataon 
of the American States, with the penalties considerad appropriate for supres- 
sing it in accordance with the conditAons oí each co’.insry.

2. • That the American states ratify the ccnvention on procurament of food 
abroad (United Nations, New York, June 2C, 1959j-
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Chapter II. Undemining oí' parental authority

WHEREAS:

It is undeniable that parental authority is veakening,

HECOMMEKDS:

1. That, in defining patria potcstas, the legislative systcms of the 
American States adopt as the central idea the concept that it is a SCCIOLEGAL 
institution; and that the rights and duties of parents witli regard to minor 
children, irrespective of the legal status they may have, imply the fulfill- 
ment of a social function.

Al ~l parents shall he responsible to society for 
children they have procreated while these are minors

the proper care of the 
or incapacitated.

2. On summary verification of fsiluro to carry out the duties implicit 
in patria potestas, a judge of the juvenile of family court shall temporarily 
suspend its exercise and provide the proper protective measures. Under the 
above conditions, judicial action shall be obligatory and automatic. Any 
person avaro of a case of abandonment should report it; he shall incur no 
responsibility in so doing unless it is prove-d that his action vas malicious.

Chapter III and IV. Physical and moral abandonment of children:. crisis in 
parental authority.

WHEREAS:

The movement of the rural population to the cities and industrial centers 
has increased, thereby aggravating problcms of employment, begging, and pros- 
titution,

RECCMMENDS:

1. The creation of bodies for the protection of minors (juvenile Pro- 
tective Pólice) made up of specially trained agents of both sexes.

2. In view of the rise in illegal International transit of minors, the 
ratification and fulfillment by the American states of the convcntion approved 
by the Confcrence on Prívate International Law (The Hague, 1960).

That courses for men and women in child-rearing and in sexual and 
family behavior be included by the American states in school and university 
currículums and that such training be provided through all existing audiovi 
sual mean-a.

!-i. That the Inter-American Children ’s Instituto promote the dissemina- 
tion of such knowledge and encourage meetings of experts for the study of 
Juvenile prostitution, homosexuality, and drug addiction.



Chaptcr V. Woir.cn who work outsidc thc homc

WHEREAS:

Womcn are cntering thc labor markct to ar? increasing extent and such 
activity must be reconciled with unavoidable family dutioc;

An attempt should be madc to give children a comprehensiva ducation, 
which Tri.ll be beneficia! for women's family and working lifc,

RECCMMEHDS:

1. Enforcement of mea sur. s for thc. protsction of omplcyed wom.n and 
severo pcnalties in cases of violation.

2. That government and privare organizations pronos. the .stablishcent 
of Services aimed at alleviating thc probl.ms of working ..'.others, such as 
nurseries, kindergartens, child cent .rs, and youth clubs.

J. Utilization of community resources involving the cooperation of volun 
tec-rs, who should be properly trained.

4. Promotion of studies and, rescarch into the true s i toa t ion of w®en 
who work outsidc- thc homo, cspecially thosc with minar children, in order that 
an adequatc proper social policy may be adoptad.

Chapter VI. Policy for the protection and fostering of the family

WHEREAS:

The Eleventh and Twe-lfth Pan American Child Congresses adoptad recommenda 
tions in the field of legislation on minors based on the general conclusions 
of International meetings of juristaespecializing in family and child law held 
in Quito (1959) and Rio de Janeiro (19^5), very particularly with respoct t 
the need for establishing family courts and fer juver.ile courts to be speci 
ized at all levels.
RE’COJEÍEMDS:

1. Using mass means of comrr.unicatión as extensively as possible to in­
fera thc population about family and child welfare laws.

2. Encouraging the -.stablishment of measur ~ that will raike possibl 
the highest degree of coordination of govcrnjr.ent, internacional, and privatc. 
activities in the field of family and child wclfare.

3. Creating family Information and  Services with ampie counsel 
ing on family legal problems, the function of which would be basically con- 
ciliatory. Thcse Services would load to thc .stablisbment of family offices 
consisting of multiprofessional t. a:..s in chargc of social, economic, health, 
and psychological-educational guidance.

guidar.ee

p o

Woir.cn
guidar.ee
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U. Reiterating the third recomnicndation of the topic Family and Social 
VJelfar. of the Eighth Pan American Child Congress, to the cffect that, in ac 
cordance with the particular conditions and customs of each country, there be 
instituted or improved family-wclfarc systéms contemplating fomily incomes 
to supplemcnt the earnings of each employed worker, related to the number of 
dependent minors, or any other assistancc method of proven worth, for the pur 
pose of protecting children within their own family groups, th.rcby facilita- 
ting their normal devclopment.

5. Formulating spccific policy for the welfare and fostering of the fa­
mily in keeping with the social, cultural, and economic characteristics of 
each country and planning the strategy required to carry it out within the 
framework of the developrncnt plans.

6. INTER-AMERICAN COOPERATION

THE TWELFTH PAN AMERICAN CHILD CONGRESS

WHEREAS:

An agreemont existe, within the cooperativa relations with other orga- 
nizations maintained by the OAS, b. tween the Inter-A-.ierican Children ’s Insti­
tuto and the Inter-American Boy Scouts Advisory Committce, in the interests 
of contributing to child and youth welfare by means of the action and • deve- 
lopment techniques of scouting;

In the world of today, children and young people are faced with adverse 
and tragic situations that interfere with their physical and meantal devclop- 
raent, it is necesaary to heve the collaboration of formative institutions such 
as scouting that promote the welfare of children and young people;

Scouting associations or movements in some Latir. American countries are 
not given the official support needed to enable them to develop and cooperate 
more satisfactorily with school and community;

Disappc-arances and ruhaways by minors and the existencc of illegal Inter­
national organizations that traffic in minors and trade in drugs and persona 
constitute a grave problem for the American countries,

RECCMMENDS:

1. That the ministries of education of the American countries that hav<_ 
not yet ineluded scouting activitics in educational programe put them into 
practice in rural and urban arcas at all lévela (elementary, intermedíate, 
etc.) at the carliest opportunity.

2. That the American governments cooperate actively with national scout­
ing associations, givi.ng them moral, social and financial support and thus 
helping to promotc more vigorously the principies and activities of the world 
scouting movement.



3. That the girl-scout movement promete the same scouting objectives ir. 
the mental and physical formation of girls and young vanen, and that it recei- 
ve the saíne treatment from the governoent.

4. That tile American govcrnments, through their mini.itric.' of education, 
encourago educators and teachers who devote a considerable portion of their 
time gratis to scouting activities -taking training courscs and dirccting this 
activity for the benefit of children and youth- by recognizing their profes- 
sional advancement and promoting thcm within their grades.

5. That the dissemination of scouting principies be .ncouragcd by the 
inclusión of instructive material in readers and text books.

6. That the American 
rican cooperation approvcd 
Plata, Argentina, 1963).

States carry out the recommendation*; on Inter-Ame - 
by tlie Twelfth Pan American Child Congess (Mar del
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Canje - Exchange - Permuta - Echange

Solicitamos en canje el envío de libros, folle­
tos, revistas, estadísticas, etc., etc., en particular 
aquellos que contengan leyes, decretos, estatu­
tos, o que traten los problemas del niño en sus 
aspectos de higiene, asistencia, médico, social, 
de enseñanza, etc.

In exchange we request the remittance of 
books, pamphlets, magazines, etc., particularly 
those containing statistics, laws, constitution and 
regulations treating the child problem from its 
different aspects of hygiene, protection, educa­
ron, medical, social, etc.

Pede-se a permuta de livros, folhetos, revistas, 
estatísticas, etc., particularmente aqueles que te- 
nham leis, decretos, estatísticas e que tratem dos 
problemas das criancas em seus aspectos higiéni­
cos, assistenciais, médicos, sociais, de ensino, etc.

Nous prions de nous envoyer en échange des 
livres, brochures, revues, statistiques, etc., en 
particulier ceux contenant des lois, décrets, sta- 
tuts, ou s'occupant des problémes de l'enfant 
sous ses aspects hygiéniques, d'assistance, médi- 
caux, sociaux, d'enseignement, etc.
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