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FINAL ACT

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS AND VOTES 

(Submitted, to the Congress on February 12, 195$)

In accordance with the provisions of Article 30 of the Regulations, the 
members of the Committee on Resolutions and Votes were appointed by the Pres­
ident of the Congress, His Excellency Professor Catalino Arrocha Graell, who 
chose for this purpose the chairmen of the five technical work committees: 
Dr. Víctor Escardó y Anaya, Delegate of Uruguay and representative of the 
American International Institute for the Protection of Childhood, Chairman of 
Committee I, on Health; Professor Luis Felipe González Flores, Delegate of 
Costa Rica, Chairman of Committee II, on Education; Mrs. Elisabeth Shirley 
Enochs, Delegate of the United States, Chairman of Committee III, on Social 
Service; Mrs. Clara González de Behringer, Delegate of Panama, Chairman of 
Committee IV, on Sociology and Legislation; and Dr. Rafael Salas Vilorta, 
Delegate of Venezuela, Chairman of Committee V, on Inter-American Cooperation.

The Committee on Resolutions and Votes unanimously selected as its 
Chairman Dr. Víctor Escardó y Anaya, Chairman of Committee I. Three work­
ing sessions were held, on February 8, 9, and 10 respectively, beginning at 
8:30 a.m. of the first day. The final session ended at 9 a.m. on February 10.

Article 33 of the Regulations of the Tenth Pan American Child Congress 
provides that the report of this committee shall be read at the Closing Session 
and that, having been approved, it shall constitute the Final Act of the Con­
gress.

In compliance with that provision of the Regulations, the aforesaid com­
mittee submits to the Congress the present report, which contains the recom­
mendations, declarations, resolutions, and votes al ready approved by the 
Congress at the plenary session held on February 11, 1955-
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DECISIONS OF THE CONGRESS

I

VITAL STATISTICS ON CHILDREN

IN VIEW OF:

The replies obtained, through the survey of vital statistics on children 
that was entrusted to the American International Institute for the Protection 
of Childhood,

The Tenth Pan American Child Congress

DECLARES:

1. That the said problem calls for serious consideration in the vast 
majority of American countries, inasmuch as the defective nature of these vital 
statistics prevents realization of the true magnitude of child problems and 
thus results in lack of a basic guide for the formulation of the plans and 
programs to be followed.

2. That the present known deficiencies in the vital statistics of certain 
American countries are due largely to unsatisfactory systems for the compila­
tion of data.

3. That training of personnel, adequate organization and administrative 
structures, and development of a full awareness of the importance attaching
to the problem, are the most suitable means for attaining the desired ends; and

RECOMMENDS:

1. That al 1 of the American states utilize the educational facilities 
available at inter-American centers for the training of statistical personnel.

2. That the said states adopt the definitions, methods, and procedures 
recommended by the World Health Organization and the United Nations Commission 
on Statistics, with a view to securing uniformity and comparability.

3. That they support the decisions regarding vital statistics contained 
in the Final Act of the Fourteenth Pan American Sanitary Conference.

U. That the American International Institute for the Protection of 
Childhood continue its preliminary work, for which purpose it is advisable 
that the Institute engage in consultation on the subject with the Inter­
American Biostatistical Center functioning in Chile under the auspices of the 
United Nations; and that the said Institute keep in mind, also, the decisions 
taken at the Fourteenth Pan American Sanitary Conference.
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II

PROBLEMS RELATING TO THE CRIPPLED CHILD

WHEREAS:

It is necessary to rehabilitate crippled children as completely as possible 
and by means of the most up-to-date techniques that can be employed,

The Tenth Pan American Child Congress

RECOMMENDS:

1. That the same human rights be conceded to crippled children as to 
others, inasmuch as the physical condition of the former renders them more 
susceptible than normal children to the threat of psychological and emotional 
disturbances•

2. That crippled children lead independent lives, as nearly normal as 
possible, within the institutional regime of each country.

3. That the training of specialists in the treatment of crippled 
children be intensified; and that the cooperation of the appropriate inter­
national organizations be requested for this purpose, whenever necessary.

h. That the family and the community be given special education in the 
treatment and understanding of physically handicapped children.

Ill

CHILD FEEDING AND NUTRITION

CONSIDERING:

The statements presented on the problem of malnutrition among American 
children,

The Tenth Pan American Child Congress

DECLARES:

1. That there is an urgent need to intensify study and experimentation 
regarding the nutrition of mothers and children in the American countries.

2. That, in order to raise the levels of nutrition, it is necessary 
(according to the recommendations of various international congresses) that 
the American governments make an effort to increase food production, to 
utilize f»11 y the food thus produced, and to facilitate the acquisition of 
food supplies, giving special attention to those that are of basic importance 
for mother and child nutrition.

3. That large sections of our population are markedly ignorant on the 
subject of nutrition, a circumstance that aggravates the problems in ques­
tion ; and



RECOMMENDS:

~2U~

1. That, research be intensified, in regard, to nutritional conditions 
among mothers and children, especially in sc far as the preschool period, is 
concerned; and that this research include in its scope the biostatistical, 
clinical, dietetic, anthropological, economic, and social, aspects of the 
subject.

2. That, on the basis of these , standards for nutritional 
programs be developed in collaboration with all the government and private 
agencies closely concerned with the various problems of nutrition, such as 
those in the fields of economics, public health, education, agri.cul.ture, s.nd. 
similar matters.

studi.es

3. That educational and welfare centers increase the distribution of 
public information regarding all matters related to the adequate nutrition 
of the population.

U. That groups lacking adequate economic resources be gi ven access to 
more satisfactory means of nutrition, and especially to milk products for 
children as well as to fortified foods and vegetable mixtures that can be 
substituted for milk in areas where the production of the latter is inade­
quate .

5. That, as a temporary solution for the problems caused by malnutri­
tion, supplementary-feeding programs and family-allowance programs be ex ­
panded, under socio-medical supervisión.

6. That campaigns be undertaken against all habi.ts, such as alcoholism 
and gambling, that are detrimental to the best utilization of family resources 
in the field of nutrition.

IV

INTENSIFICATION OF RESEARCH REGARDING ENDEMIC GOITER

CONSIDERING:

The prevalence of endemic goiter in the American nations, and the dis­
turbances it causes in the growth and development of children,

The Tenth Pan American Child Congress

RECOMMENDS:

That the competent authorities in the American states, acting in collab­
oration with international organizations, undertake an intensified study of 
endemic goiter, its causes and effects, and provide prophylactic treatment 
through the means recommended by the Third Conferer.ce on Nutrition Problems 
in Latin America, held at Caracas in 1953.

studi.es
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STANDARDS TO BE APPLIED IN A CHILD-HEALTH PROGRAM *

CONSIDERING:

The thesis presented in the paper on standards to be applied in a child­
health program,.

The Tenth Pan American Child Congress

DECLARES:

1. That the child is from birth a member of the community, and all 
actions affecting the community will have an effect upon him.

2. That, in planning programs of social significance to the community, 
the effect of such programs on children should be borne in mind.

3. That, in the execution of these programs, complete knowledge of the 
situation in each community is a requisite, and a proper evaluation of com­
munity resources should be made; and

RECOMMENDS:

1. That the decisions of the Ninth Pan American Child Congress, recog­
nizing the need for integration of child-welfare services, be carried out.

2. That there be established in every country regulatory bureaus to 
study child problems and indicate ways of solving them.

3. That health services given directly to children be integrated within 
the general public-health programs.

VI

DAY NURSERIES AND DAY-CARE CENTERS

WHEREAS:

Large numbers of women have joined the ranks of industry;

Their children are abandoned or poorly cared for while these mothers are 
working; and

Infants and children of preschool age are the ones principally affected by 
this lack of care and abandonment,

The Tenth Pan American Child Congress

RECOMMENDS:

1. The i nr-rpasp of day-nursery services for the infants of every working 
mother.
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2. The creation of day-care centers where children of preschool age can 
remain during the day, and where they can receive medical, dental, and nutri­
tional attention, social-welfare services, and preschool education.

VII

INFANT MORTALITY

WHEREAS:

Infant mortality in the majority of American countries is still a serious 
public -health problem that affects the life potential of our peoples to an 
appalling extent,

The Tenth Pan American Child Congress

RECOMMENDS:

1. That the practice of premarital health examination be developed 
throughout America, in accordance with the varying circumstances in the dif­
ferent countries.

2. That improvements in prenatal and postnatal care be encouraged; and 
that childbirth care by trained personnel, with preferential emphasis upon 
hospital care, be increased at the same time.

3. That in high schools and universities greater importance be given 
to the study of health, with stress upon the health of mothers and children.

4. That emphasis be placed upon preventive measures directed toward 
protection of the child against communicable diseases and those of an 
epidemiological nature.

VIII

STRENGTHENING FAMILY LIFE THROUGH EDUCATION

WHEREAS;

The family is strengthened when its members achieve higher standards of 
conduct in their mutual relations regarding beliefs, ideals, and attitudes;

The school strengthens family life through the all-around development 
(physical, intellectual, emotional, and moral) of human personality; and

The community strengthens the family when it provides proper conditions 
for the integration and support of the latter,



The Tenth Pan American Child Congress

RECOMMENDS:

That educational activities be carried on in the following manner•

(a) By providing optimum conditions for integrating and supporting 
the family as the basic nucleus of the social structure;

(b) By orienting the philosophic bases of education in such a way 
as to contribute to the strengthening of tlie femijy,and by evalua­
ting objectively the results obtained, with a view to the fullest 
possible realization of the educational purposes in view;

(c) By utilizing democratic propaganda and example for the develop­
ment of healthy attitudes and desirable standards of conduct;
and

(d) By encouraging the psychological, pedagogical, and sociological 
study of al 1 students in order to guide and assist them in the 
selection of careers, according to their aptitudes.

IX

GROUP UNDERTAKINGS IN SCHOOL

The Tenth Pan American Child Congress

RECOMMENDS:

1. That programs of education, for urban as well as rural areas, include 
social work by school groups, since it is believed that the group method, when 
applied to school work, contributes greatly to the development of the student's 
personality in a relatively natural atmosphere.

2. That the technique of work groups be utilized in teaching at the normal­
school level.

3. That recognition be given to the necessity and vital importance of 
appointing, as assistants in the schools, social workers with a technical 
knowledge of cases, groups, and community organization.

U. That recognition be given to the importance of cooperation, on the 
part of both volunteer and regular leaders, for attaining the objectives of 
group social work.

5. That seminars be held for the evaluation and improvement of group 
work in the schools, with mixed teams of teachers and social workers.
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X

REGULATION OF FIIMS AND OTHER FORMS OF 
RECREATION FOR MINORS

WHEREAS:

Motion pictures, television, and other dramatic presentations are 
undoubtedly effective instruments of education; and

When misused, they are agents for the promotion of vice, and may be 
converted into anti-social instruments,

The Tenth Pan American Child Congress

RECOMMENDS:

1. That censorship systems be established for films and theatrical pro­
ductions in general, in the form of technical agencies directed by persons 
having the necessary moral qualifications for determining the types of enter­
tainment suitable for minors.

2. That children under five years of age be excluded from motion-picture 
theaters.

3. That night attendance at plays be prohibited for children under 12 
years of age.

U. That penalties be fixed for companies that violate the provisions 
regarding censorship and the admission of minors into motion-picture theaters.

5. That movies, radio, television, and children's plays be used in 
schools as valuable aids in the education of children as well as in the gen­
eral dissemination of science and culture.

6. That the production and international exchange of educational films 
for children be encouraged.

7. That prior approval by censorship agencies be required for all ad­
vertising material used by motion-picture and general theatrical companies, 
when such material is to be exhibited to minors.

8. To promote, through the appropriate international organizations, the 
production of film and television programs beneficial to the moral growth and 
mental health of minors; and to arrange for the suppression of programs detri­
mental to minors from either point of view.

9» That arrangements be made for all radio broadcasts to be automatically 
recorded by special government agencies, with a view to controlling any threat 
against good moral conduct and imposing responsibility upon the authors of such 
broadcasts.



-29-

10. That television broadcasts be checked upon, for the same purpose -

11. That steps be taken to ensure that programs intended for adults only- 
will be presented to the public at suitable hours of the night, after previous 
public notification by the bi-oadcasting station.

XI

BOOKS AND MAGAZINES FOR CHILDREN

The Tenth Pan American Child Congress

RECOMMENDS:

1. That, in each country, the organizations, libraries, educators, 
authors, and editors concerned with child welfare give attention to furnish­
ing, at a cost within the reach of interested families, well-written and well- 
illustrated books and magazines that are adapted to the understanding and 
interests of the different age groups.

2. That exchange of books and magazines among the American republics be 
developed, so that children and young people may learn about the life and 
customs, as well as the languages, of other countries; and that the celebra­
tion of a Pan American Book Week form a part of this exchange program.

3. That each country create, or strengthen, a committee or similar group 
responsible for analyzing, and finding the way to improve, current conditions 
relating to publications that are harmful for children and young people; and 
that the cooperation of editors and booksellers be obtained for setting the 
corresponding standards and criteria.

U. That efforts be continued to establish improved library services for 
children and young people, in both public and school libraries; and that 
special attention be given to the selection of good books and magazines.

5. That inter-Amerlcan library cooperation be strengthened, through the 
American International Institute for the Protection of Childhood, the Pan 
American Union, and other international agencies.

XII

RURAL EDUCATION

The Tenth Pan American Child Congress

RECOMMENDS:

1. That the governments of the American states, acting through their 
Ministries of Education, devote themselves, with a deep sense of social justice 
and a clear understanding of the worth and significance of rural children, to 
the urgent task of formulating, for the effective education of such children, 
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